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TO  THE 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  ROYAL  HOSPITAL 

* 

A  T 

G  R  E  E  N  W  I  C  H, 

WH0  WERE  ERESFNT  AT  THE  DELIVERY  OF  THIS 

S  E  R  M '  O  N, 

AND  AT  WHOSE  REQUEST  IT  IS  PRINTED, 

IT  IS  THEREFORE  INSCRIBED, 

WITH  THE  HIGHEST  RESPECT, 

BY  THEIR  MOST  OBEDIENT 

.  .  4  A  -%x 

and  VERY  humble  servant, 

the  author. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


This  Difcourfe  is  committed  to  the  Prefs  in  Defe¬ 
rence  to  the  Opinion  of  thofe  Officers,  who  fignified 
their  Wifhes  that  it  could  be  diftributed  among  the 
Seamen  under  their  Protection  and  Government, 
its  Effect  fhould  be  the  Preservation  in  their 
^Minds,  of  a  due  Senfe  of  the  Bleffings  they  enjoy, 
and  of  Strict  Attention  to  the  excellent  Intrusions 
^they  receive,  the  Object  of  printing  it  will  be  fully 
^accomplifhed.  _ 


* 


A 


SEP.  M  O  N,  &c* 


Psalm  xcii.  4,  5,  6. 

Thou  Lord  haft  made  me  glad  through  Thy 
works ,  and  I  will  rejoice  in  giving  praife 
for  the  operations  of  Thy  hands . 

0  Lord,  how  glorious  are  Thy  works :  Thy 
thoughts  are  very  deep . 

An  unwife  man  doth  not  confider  this ,  and 
a  fool  doth  not  underfund  it . 

‘^^THENEVER  men  of  honeft  minds 
and  plain  under  {landings,  are  to 
be  addreffed  upon  any  fuhjedl,  which 
highly  concerns  them,  they  ought  to  be 

A  3  fpoken 
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fpoken  to  in  the  plainefl  manner.  The 
importance  of  the  information  they  are  to 
receive/  renders  any  obfcurity  in  the 
communication  of  it  abfolutely  inexcu- 
fable.  Our  Bleffed  Saviour  preached  His 
goipel  to  the  poor  as  well  as  to  the  rich  • 
and  although  His  dodrrines  are  the  molt 
iublime  that  ever  were  delivered  to  man¬ 
kind,  or  that  the  appreheniion  of  man  can 
ever  attain/ they  were  preached  by 
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and  are  recorded  in  the  gofpsls,  in  words 
intelligible  to  the  molt  commou  capacity. 
It  is  alfo  verv  ear/  for  every  man,  who 
carefully  reads  the  holy  fcriptures,  to  find 
in  them  many  parts  and  paffages,  that  an 
wonderfully  applicable  to  bis  own  parti - 

j  ri  i 

cular  fituation  and  circumflances ;  God 
having  fo  gracioufly  revealed  the  word  o 
truth,  that  while  the  Scrip  lures  contain  all 
tilings  neceffary  for  the  general  falvation  of 
mankind,  they  at  fame  time  fuppiy  what¬ 
ever  is  moll  e/licac ions  towards  the  edifica¬ 
tion  of  every  individual.  I  fhall  endea¬ 
vour 


r 

A 
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vour  to  give  you  an  example  of  this  in 
the  facred  text  I  have  juft  read  to  you* 
and  I  fhall  endeavour  to  conform  to  the 
rule  I  have  laid  down,  by  doing  this  in 
the  cleareft  manner,  that  you  may  ft  reap 
the  greater  advantage  from  the  inftrudfion 
I  offer  you.  Give  me  your  attention  then 
for  a  ftiort  time,  and  may  it  pleafe  God  to 
grant  a  bleffing  to  the  word  now  to  be 
preached  unto  you. 

In  this  text,  the  Pfalmift  thus  exprefTes 
himfelf :  c  -  Thou,  Lord,  haft  made  me 
glad  through  thy  works,  and  I  will  re¬ 
joice  in  giving  praife  for  the  operations 
of  thy  hands.  “  O  Lord,  how  glorious 
are  thy  works  :  thy  thoughts  are  very 
deep!  An  unwife  man,  doth  not  con  fi- 
der  this,  and  a  fool  doth  not  underftand 
it  A  No  w  I  mean  to  aflert,  and  to  prove 
alfo,  that  there  is  not  one  thought  in  this 
paffage  of  the  Pfalmift,  but  which  ought 
to  be  entertained  in  the  mind  of  every  one 
of  you ;  and  indeed  muft  be,  if  you  re- 

A  4  •  fledf 
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fledt  as  becomes  reafonable  men  and 
Chriftians,  on  your  pad:  trials  and  your 
prefent  htuation.  To  fhew  this,  we 
will  confider  this  paffage  in  its  feveral 
parts.  The  Pfalmift  firft  tells  us,  that 
“  the  Lord  had  made  him  glad  through 
His  works  f  *  that  is,  by  the  confideration 
of  the  power  and  majefty,  the  wifdom, 
loving-kindnefs,  and  mercy,  which  he 
had  obferved  in  his  contemplation  of 
them.  And  what  deftination  is  there  in 
the  world,  what  manner  of  life  among 
thofe  that  are  varioufly  allotted  to  the 
fons  of  men,  that  gives  them  fuch  op¬ 
portunities  of  beholding  God’s  wonderful 
works,  as  that  in  which  you  have  all 
been  engaged?  If  you  have  often  feen 
and  felt  the  rage  of  contending  elements, 
you  rauft  have  a  ftrong  conviction  of  the 
power  of  that  God,  who  raifeth  the  tem¬ 
ped:  at  His  word,  and  with  a  word  com¬ 
ma  ndeth  the  fea  to  be  dull.  If  you  will 
call  to  memory  thofe 'glorious  appearances 

which 


[  9  3 

which  the  fplendour  of  heaven,  and  the 
unbounded  expanfe  of  the  ocean,  have  fo 
often  (hewn  you,  in  the  variety  of  cli¬ 
mates  through  which  you  have  failed, 
you  cannot  do  otherwife  than  profoundly 
reverence  the  majefty  of  their  omnipo¬ 
tent  Creator.  If  you  will  confider  how 
the  nations  of  the  whole  earth  are  con¬ 
nected  with  each  other,  and  the  com¬ 
forts  and  the  conveniencies  of  the  lives 
of  all  men  are  multiplied  by  that  in- 
tercourfe  which  navigation  affords,  you 
muft  acknowledge  the  loving-kindnefs 
of  that  God,  who  hath  given  to  man  wif- 
dom  to  underftand  this  important  fcience, 
and  endowed  his  heart  with  fortitude  and 
bravery  to  enable  him  to  defy  and  fur- 
mount  the  dangers  of  its  practice.  If 
you  remember  certain  times  when  thefe 
may  yet  have  failed,  and  all  human  efforts 
have  funk  in  deipair ;  when  the  deep 
opened  her  mouth  to  fwallow  you  up/’  or 
the  devouring  fire  raging  fiercely  threat- 

A  5  ened 


ened  your  deftrudtion,  or  the  violence  of 
furrounding  enemies  had  almoft  over¬ 
whelmed  you  ;  if  any  of  you,  I  fay,  now 
furvives  fuch  hours  of  difmay  as  thefe, 
his  heart  unuft  be  filled,  'while  I  now  re¬ 
call  them  to  his  mind,  with  the  grateful 
fen fe  of  the  loving-kindnefs  and  mercy  of 
God,  who  was  his  “  refuge  and  ftrength, 
a  very  prefent  help  in  time  of  trouble.” 
Surely  then,  every  one  of  you  has  the 
ft  rouge  ft  motives  to  join  with  the  Pfalmift, 
and,  like  him,  “  to  rejoice  in  giving  God 
praife  for  thefe  the  operations  of  His 
hands.” 

Let  us  now  go  on  to  the  fecond  part 
of  our  text,  in  which  the  Pfalmift  ex¬ 
claims,  “  O  Lord,  how  glorious  are  Thy 
works  :  Thy  thoughts  are  very  deep  !” 
In  paying  this  tribute  of  reverence  to  the 
Moll  High,  every  one  of  you  has  alfo 
the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  join  with  the 
pfalmift.  From  the  time  you  firft  en¬ 
tered  upon  your  profeffion,  which  is  fo 

3  Pre- 
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precarious  in  itfelf,  but  fo  honorable  to 
you,  and  advantageous  to  mankind,  you 
mud  be  feniible  that  you  were  under  the 
protection  of  a  wife  and  gracious  Provi¬ 
dence,  who  has  at  length  conducted  yon 
to  a  place  of  refuge,  not  only  from  the 
ftorms  of  nature,  but  from  the  troubles, 
the  difficulties,  and  the  temptations  of 
the  wrorld.  How  many  fituations  can 
mode  of  you  remember  of  fuch  a  fort, 
that,  if  any  one  had  told  you,  when  la¬ 
boring  under  your  difficulties,  that  the 
divine  goodnefs  would  not  only  extricate 
you  from  them,  but  one  day  wTould  place 
you,  for  the  remainder  of  your  lives,  in 
a  date  of  fecurity  and  comfort :  you 
mud  then  have  anfwered ;  if  it  be  pof- 
fible  that  I  ffiould  once  efcape  from  this 
diftrefs,  and  yet  enjoy  days  of  peace  and 
fatisfa&ion,  how  great  mud  be  the  wif- 
dom  of  Him  who  can  contrive  this,  which 
now  feems  beyond  all  hope :  Plis  thoughts 
mud  be  very  deep  !  In  fuch  times  of 

A  6  didrefs. 
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diftrefs,  the  confideration  of  our  own 
unworthinefs  always  increafes  our  appre- 
henfions.  We  think  that  there  is  reafon 
enough,  that  the  hand  of  God  fhould  be 
lifted  up  to  punifh :  we  fear  that  there 
is  little  hope  that  it  fhould  be  ftretched 
out  to  fave  us.  If  we  implore  his  mercy, 
as  we  generally  do  mo  ft  fervently  at  thole 
feafons,  we  at  the  fame  time  confefs, 
that  we  cannot  claim  it ;  for  we  own 
ourfelves  to  be  miferable  finners :  yet 
how  many  promifes  do  wre  make,  if  it 
would  but  pleafe  him  to  fpare  us ;  how 
many  refolutions  of  repentance  and 
amendment  do  we  form  in  our  minds,  if 
we  might  but  be  faved  this  once !  Thofe 
who  have  made,  and  kept  fuch  promifes 
and  refolutions ;  thofe  who  have  been  un¬ 
expectedly  refcued  from  fuch  bodily  dan¬ 
gers,  their  ££  cry  to  the  Lord  in  their  trou¬ 
ble”  having  been  heard,  and  have,  at  the 
fame  time,  efcaped  from  the  dangers  of 
fin,  and  turned  from  the  paths  that  lead 

to 
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to  deftxuflion,  being  reclaimed  by  their 
fenfe  of  God  s  goodnefs,  mu  ft:  furely  now 
fry  unto  Him,  whole  righteous  judgments 
have  occasioned  their  converfion,  Thy 
thoughts,  O  Lord,  are  very  deep  !” 

But  many  of  you,  who  have  thus  been 
protected,  have  feen  others  cut  oft'  or  loft; 
in  a  moment.  Some  of  thefe,  perhaps, 
were  men  of  bravery,  virtue,  and  piety, 
whom  God  hath  thought  fit  thus  to  take 
to  Himfelf,  delivering  them  at  once  from 
the  miferies  of  this  world,  and  calling 
them  to  the  eternal  enjoyment  of  a  bet¬ 
ter  :  others  you  may  have  feen  {hatched 
away  fuddenly  in  the  midft:  of  a  profli¬ 
gate  life,  or  even  while  their  tongues 
were  blafpheming  the  great  name  of  Him, 
whole  terrible  judgments  they  experi¬ 
enced  in  death.  Be  allured,  however, 
that  in  every  one  of  thefe  inftances,  the 
Judge  of  all  the  earth  hath  done  right; 
and  that  He,  without  whofe  word  not 
*  ‘  even  a  fparro w  falleth  to  the  ground, 5  ’  well 
5  knoweth 
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knoweth  when  it  is  fit  to  deftroy  and 
when  to  fave.  In  His  excellent  difpo- 
fition  of  the  fates  of  men,  and  of  thofe 
numberlefs  events  which  take  place  in 
his  government  of  the  world*  while  we 
acknowledge  that  His  mercy  is  everlafting, 
we  muftat  the  fame  time  confefs  that “His 
ways  are  paft  finding  out*  His  thoughts 
are  very  deep.” 

Yet*  notwithftanding  the  imprefiion 
which  the  mercy  and  judgments  of  God 
ought  to  make  on  every  man  who  expe¬ 
riences  either,  the  Pfalmift  tells  us*  that 
4£  an  unwife  man  doth  not  well  confider 
this*  that  a  fool  doth  not  underhand  it.” 
It  is  to  be  feared*  indeed*  that  this  too 
often  happens ;  that  fome  men*  when 
dangers  are  paft  and  difficulties  fur- 
mounted,  when  the  hand  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty  hath  condu&ed  them  to  peace* 
hath  even  fpread  a  table  before  them* 
and  made  their  cup  to  overflow,  forget 
too  foon  the  judgement  they  once  dread¬ 
ed* 


[  1 

ed,  nay  more,  become  infenfible  of  God’s 
mercy,  even  while  they  are  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  His  bounty.  They  then  relapfe 
into  thofe  very  fins  which  had  before  pro¬ 
voked  His  difpleafure  ;  they  forget  all  the 
promifes  they  had  made  before  him  ;  they 
abandon  all  their  good  refolutions,  and 
thus  add  to  their  increafmg  offences  the 
terrible  crime  of  ingratitude,  and  re¬ 
bellion  againft  the  Father  of  Mercies  ! 

But  cannot  the  fame  judge  again  ft  retch 
out  his  hand  to  punifli  ?  Cannot  He  who 
once  faved  us  from  hidden  deftruftion 
wear  us  away  in  lingering  mifery  ?  And 
has  He  not  more  dreadful  punifhments  in 
ftore  after  death  for  thofe  who  relapfe 
into  impenitence  and  rebellion  ?  I  will 
forewarn  you,  faith  our  Lord,  whom  ye 
fhall  fear.  “  Fear  Him,  which  after  Hehath 
killed,  hath  power  to  caft  into  hell ;  yea, 
I  fay  unto  you,  fear  Him.”  , How  unwife, 
therefore,  muft  we  efteem  that  man,  who 
runs  into  the  danger  of  fuch  condemna¬ 
tion 
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tion  for  want  of  confideririg  fuch  judge¬ 
ments  as  he  once  beheld  with  horror, 
and  through  forgetfulneis  of  thofe  excel¬ 
lent  mercies  which  he  once  hath  experi¬ 
enced  beyond  all  hope  !  Surely  it  is  the 
excefs  of  folly  to  permit  our  paffions  and 
evil  inclinations  fo  to  blind  us,  fo  entirely 
to  miilead  us,  that  we  fhould  not  know 
the  things  which  belong  to  our  peace, 
till  at  length  they  are  hidden  from  our 
eyes  !  Yet  fuch  is  the  weak  character  of 
all  who  forget  alike  God’s  judgements 
and  mercies,  and  carelefsly  pafs  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives,  as  if  they  had  never 
been  eye-witneffes  of  either.  An  unwife 
man  indeed  is  he,  as  the  Pfalmift  faith, 
“  who  doth  not  well  conlider  this,  and  a 
fool,  who  doth  not  underhand  it.” 

t 

But,  my  beloved  brethren,  I  hope  and 
truft  that  ye  will  be  wife,  that  ye  will 
ponder  thefe  things ;  fo  iliall  ye  under¬ 
hand  the  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord. 
To  affih  your  endeavours  to  the  utmoft 

of 
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of  my  power,  I  fhall  conclude  this  dif- 
courfe  with  a  few  plain  reflections  and 
faithful  advice,  correfponding  with  your 
prefent  fit  nation.  Every  way  of  life  in 
which  a  man  can  engage,  brings  with  it 
its  own  particular  temptations.  We  find 
in  every  one  of  them  certain  fins  which 
do  moft  eafily  befet  us  5  and  happy,  in¬ 
deed,  it  is  for  us  in  our  latter  days,  if  we 
perceive  ourfelves  not  only  difen  gaged 
from  the  cares  of  the  world,  but  fo  cir- 
cumftanced  as  to  be  free  from  former 
temptations,  and  enabled  to  repent  of 
thofe  breaches  of  duty,  into  which  we 
have  been  formerly  betrayed.  And  this 
(blefied  be  God  for  it)  is  the  peculiar  hap- 
pinefs  of  your  fituation .  F ree  from  the  toils 
of  your  profeffion  and  of  fuch  a  bufy  life  as 


may  have  taken  away  too  much  of  your  at- 

you 


1  ter  t 
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the  c 
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now  mal 
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you 

fir  ft  concern. 

are 

few  and 

eafy 

them 


them  is  neceftary  to  your  own  comfort  $ 
and  the  refpeCt  you  owe  to  thofe  under 
whofe  protection  and  government,  and  in- 
ftruCtion,  you  are  placed,  are  highly  con¬ 
ducive  to  that  peaceful  order,  of  which 
everyone  of  you  well  knows  the  value,  who 
wifhes  to  give  up  thefe  his  latter  days  to 
the  eftahliftiment  of  his  hope  in  Chrift. 

But  if  he  means  this,  he  mull  avoid 
thofe  exceffes  too  often  fallen  into  by 
fea-faring  men.  If  his  mind  is  to  be 


given  up  to .  the  duties  and  hopes  of  re¬ 
ligion,  his  underftandincc  mu  ft  not  be 

injured,  nor  his  fenfes  ftupified,  by  that 
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dreadful  vice  which  levels  men  with  th 
beafts  themfelves.  Thofe  who  enflave 
themfelves  to  it,  cannot  prepare  them¬ 
felves  for  the  kingdom  of  God :  for 
drunkennefs  adds  ftrength  to  every  bad 
paffion,  and  betrays  men  into  the  moil 
horrible  crimes.  Who  then  will  be  fo 
foolifh  as  to  forfeit  his  hopes  of  falva- 
tion  for  the  mad  pleafure,  the  momen¬ 


tary 
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tary  gratification,  this  odious  fin  may 
feem  to  afford  ? 

Much  iefs  will  a  wife  man  draw  down 
God’s  anger  on  himfelf,  by  a  crime 
which  is  attended  with  no  gratification 
at  all.  He  will  not  curfe  his 
here,  who  hopes  to  live  with  the  ble 
hereafter.  He  will  not 


eme  the 

name  of  God,  who  hopes  he  {hall  at  his 
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ana  mints  or  other  juft  men  maae  per- 
iect,  m  aicnDmg  biemng  and  honour  to 
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Him  mat  utietn  on  the  throne,  ana  to 

the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever.  To  con- 
\ 

elude  in  one  word :  You  have  been 
conducted  hither  by  God's  providence, 

as  St.  Paul  was  once,  to  a  place  of  refuge 

* 

and  reft  from  the  ft  army  tempeft.  Gaft 
off  every  fin,  which,  like  the  viper,  may 
try  to  fallen  upon  you ;  and  endeavour 
fo  to  purify  your  whole  lives  and  con- 
verfations,  by  the  aid  of  the  divine  grace, 
that  God,  through  Chrift  Jefus,  may 

bring 
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bring  you,  at  the  laft,  into  that  haven 
of  peace,  where  ye  would  be.  And  may 
God  accompliih  this  in  you  all,  for  the 
fake  of  the  fame  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord ;  to  whom,  with  the  Father  and 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  afcribed  all  honour 
and  glory,  might,  majefty,  and  dominion, 
world  without  end.'  Amen.. 


A  Prayer  which  mdy  be  ufed  by  a  Sea¬ 
man  in  Greenwich  Uofpitaly  at  private 
devotion * 

O  Almighty  God,  whofe  Providence 
hath  protected  me  through  a  life  of  dangers, 
and  placed  me  here  in  a  refuge  of  peace; 
accept  my  humble  and  unfeigned  thanks 
for  thefe  proofs  of  thy  abundant  mercy. 
Increafe,  O  Lord,  the  gratitude  of  my 
heart :  let  the  remembrance  of  Thy  lov¬ 
ing- kindnefs  influence  my  whole  be¬ 
haviour,  and  enable  me  lo  to  pafs  through 
any  other  trials,  which  may  yet  be  al¬ 
lotted 
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lotted  me,  that  through  the  merits  of 
Thy  Son,  I  may  finally  be  accepted  by 
Thee. 

Blefs,  O  Lord,  Thy  chofen  fervant 
George,  our  gracious  Sovereign.  Raife 
up  continually  brave  and  pious  men,  to 
be  inftruments  in  Thy  hand  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  our  King  and  his  royal  family, 
our  religion,  and  our  laws.  Protect  all 
thofe  who  are  engaged  in  this  fervice  : 
gird  them  with  Thy  ftrength ;  diredt 
them  with  Thy  wifdom ;  and  grant  them 
the  vidtory  over  all  their  enemies.  Con* 
tinue  Thy  favour  to  this  inftitution,  and 
to  all  concerned  in  its  diredtion  and  go¬ 
vernment.  Give  a  blefling  to  the  religious 
inftrudtion  we  receive  :  and  vouch  lafe  to 
every  one  of  us  Thy  heavenly  grace,  that 
by  daily  improvement  in  all  godlinefs,  we 
may  at  length  arrive  at  eternal  reft  in  Thy 
divine  prefence,  through  the  merits  and 
interceffion  of  Thy  Son  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Saviour.  Amen . 

Our 
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Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven ; 
Hallowed  be  Thy  Name.  Thy  kingdom 
come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it 
Is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread.  And  forgive  us  our  trefpaffes,  as 
we  forgive  them  that  trelpafs  againft  us. 
And  lead  us  not  into  temptation ;  But 
deliver  us  from  evil :  For  Thine  is  the 
kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen . 


FINIS, 


